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The Epidermal Growth Factor receptor (EGF-r) is a glycoprotein of 170 KDa molecular weight whose

gene is frequently amplified in human malignancies. In human mammary carcinomas its expression is

associated with poor prognosis disease and metastatic extension. The EGF-r gene structure exhibited a high
degree of homology with two other related oncogenes : v-erb-B and c-erb-B2/neu. We have examined the EGF-
r gene in human metastatic mammary carcinomas samples by Southern Blot analysis and compared to the

patterns obtained with the two related genes probes. Different control specimens are analysed simultaneously.
Our datas shown that 2 distinct types of modification are exhibited by metastatic cells : aberrant fragment size
and sequencial amplification. In parallel the patterns obtained with the two oncogenes are compared. For some

patients the duplicate alterations observed with 2 different genes are discussed.
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